SIR W. DAVENANT, 1668.

In this year was publisht a play founded, more or less, on The Two Noble
Kinsmen by Shakspere and Fletcher. Its title is " The / Rivals./ A /
Comedy./ Acted by His Highnes the / Duke of York's Servants./ Licensed
September 19. i668./ Roger EEstrange.\ London, / Printed for William
Cademan, at the Pope's Head in / the Lower Walk of the New
1668."

Mr. and keeper of the Cittadel.
Rivals to the Princess Heraclia

" The Actors Names " are
Arcon         The Prince of Arcadia.         [for

Polynices   ffis General.
Provost
Theocles
Philander
Cunopes     The Provost's Man
Heraclia     Neece to the Prince
[Cleone,      her waiting-woman]
Celania        Daughter to the Provost
Leucippe    Celania'j Maid.

Attendants and Guards."

[2 N. K.]

Theseus

Pirithous

Gaoler
J Palamon
i1 Arcite

Emilia

Her waitingwoman

Gaoler's Daughter]

The parts of the play used are mainly Fletcher's. Theocles and Philan-
der are kinsmen of the tyrant Harpacus, and have been taken prisoners in
the battle in which Arcon has killd Harpacus.

In this part, The Rivals borrows a bit from Shakspere's (?) Act I. sc. iv.
of the 2 Noble Kinsmen.

Rivals^ I. ii. p. 3.
Arcon.   They are   not wounded

mucn?
Provost. Not mortally;

2 N. A". I. iv. : ed. Littledale.

Theseus.... They are not dend? 24
Herald. Nor in a state of life :. . .
yet they breathe,

But yet their wounds are not Con-   And have the name of men.         28

temptible,

Arcon. Let 'em have Noble usage:
Summon all

Our Surgeons to their Cure; Their
Lives concern us

Much more then Millions do of Com-
mon rank.

F value pris'ners of their quality

Thsseus. Then like men, use 'em
... all our surgions            30
Convent in their behoofe . . . their
lives concerne us                  32
Much more than Thebs is worth:
rather then have *em
. . . Sound and at liberty, I would
'cm dead;                            35